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HIGH SCHOOL TIMELINE
College-bound student-athletes should follow these suggestions to 
prepare for Division I and Division II initial-eligibility requirements.



GRADE 9:
PLAN

Start planning now! Students should 
take the right courses and earn the 
best grades possible.

Students can find their high school’s 
list of NCAA-approved core courses at 
eligibilitycenter.org/courselist.

Students can sign up for a free 
Profile Page at eligibilitycenter.org for 
information on NCAA requirements.

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool


GRADE 10:
REGISTER

If a student falls behind academically, 
they should ask their counselor for 
help finding approved courses they 
can take.

Students can register for a Profile Page 
or Certification Account with the NCAA 
Eligibility Center at eligibilitycenter.org.

Students should monitor their Eligibility 
Center account for next steps.

At the end of the year, students should 
ask their counselor at each high school 
or program they attended to upload 
their official transcript to their NCAA 
Eligibility Center account.

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


GRADE 11:
REGISTER

Students can check with their 
counselor to make sure they are on 
track to complete the required number 
of NCAA-approved courses and 
graduate on time with their class.

Students should take the ACT or SAT 
and submit their scores to the NCAA 
Eligibility Center using code 9999.

Students should ensure their sports 
participation information is correct in 
their Eligibility Center account.

At the end of the year, students should 
ask their counselor at each high 
school or program they attended to 
upload their official transcript to their 
NCAA Eligibility Center account.



GRADE 12:
GRADUATE

Students should complete their final NCAA-
approved core courses as they prepare for 
graduation.

Students can take the ACT or SAT again, if 
necessary, and submit their scores to the 
NCAA Eligibility Center using code 9999.

Students should request their final 
amateurism certification in their Certification 
Account at eligibilitycenter.org.

April 1 (fall enrollees).

Oct. 1 (winter/spring enrollees).

After students graduate, they should ask their 
counselor to upload their final official 
transcript with proof of graduation to their 
NCAA Eligibility Center account.

Reminder: Only students on an NCAA 
Division I or II school’s institutional request list 
will receive a certification.

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


Only students on an NCAA Division I or 
Division II school’s institutional request 
list will receive a certification.



ELIGIBILITY CENTER 
REGISTRATION

Students can register for a Certification Account or Profile Page at 
eligibilitycenter.org to begin the process to becoming an NCAA student-athlete.

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


Certification Account

Division I or Division II students.

Domestic fee $90.

International fee $150.

Account information, school and 
sports history.

Required for signing a National 
Letter of Intent (NLI) with a 
Division I or Division II NCAA 
school.

Required to go on an official 
visit to a Division I or Division II 
NCAA school.

TWO ACCOUNT TYPES

Profile Page

Undecided students.

Division III students.

No fee.

Account information and school 
history.

Can transition to a Certification 
Account at any time.

Will not receive an academic or 
amateurism certification.



INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS
The NCAA’s commitment to academics ensures students are better 

equipped to succeed in college and prepare for lifelong success. 
Students need to meet the following academic requirements to be 

eligible to compete in college sports.



WHAT IS A CORE COURSE?

NCAA core courses include courses that: 

Qualify for high school graduation in English, mathematics 
(Algebra 1 or higher), natural or physical science, social science, 
foreign language or comparative religion or philosophy.

Are considered four-year college preparatory.

Are taught at or above the high school’s regular academic level.

Are taught by a qualified instructor.



To play Division I sports, 
students need to meet the 
following academic 
requirements:

Complete 16 NCAA-approved 
core courses in the correct 
subject distribution.

Graduate high school on time.

Earn a minimum core-course 
GPA of 2.300.

Earn a combined SAT or ACT 
sum score that matches their 
core-course GPA on the 
Division I sliding scale.

DIVISION I: INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS



DIVISION I: CORE COURSES

The following must be completed by the start of the student’s seventh 
semester in high school:

10 NCAA-approved core courses from their school’s list in the 
appropriate subjects. 

Seven of the 10 courses must be in English, math or science.



Students may take the SAT or 
ACT as many times as they wish.

Students should use code 9999 
when registering to send scores 
directly to the EC.

We will use their best score to 
certify them: 

SAT combined score.

ACT sum score.

Students test score(s) and GPA 
will be matched on our sliding 
scales.

DIVISION I: TEST SCORES

Test Score

Math Verbal Total

SAT (10/19) 350 470 820

SAT (12/19) 420 440 860

Scores Used 420 470 890



DIVISION I: QUALIFIER

DI qualifiers are eligible to practice, compete and receive athletics aid 
their first year of college enrollment.

Qualifiers meet the standards of:

16 core courses in the correct subjects.

10/7 core-course progression.

Minimum core-course GPA of 2.300.

Combined SAT or ACT sum score that matches their core-course GPA 
on the sliding scale.



To play Division II sports 
students need to meet the 
following academic 
requirements:

Complete 16 NCAA-approved 
core courses with the correct 
subject distribution. 

Graduate high school.

Earn a minimum core-course 
GPA of 2.200. 

Earn a combined SAT or ACT 
sum score that matches their 
core-course GPA on the 
full-qualifier scale.

DIVISION II: INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS



DIVISION II: CORE COURSES

Core-course requirements must be met in the time limitation:

Students can use all core courses completed starting their ninth-grade 
year until they enroll full time at a Division II college or university. 



Students may take the SAT or 
ACT as many times as they wish.

Students should use code 9999 
when registering to send scores 
directly to the EC.

We will use their best scores to 
certify them: 

SAT combined score.

ACT sum score.

Students test score(s) and GPA 
will be matched on our sliding 
scales.

DIVISION II: TEST SCORES

Test Score

Math Verbal Total

SAT (10/18) 350 470 820

SAT (12/18) 420 440 860

Scores Used 420 470 890



DII qualifiers are eligible to 
practice, compete and receive 
athletics aid their first year of 
college enrollment.

Qualifiers meet the standards of:

16 core courses in the correct 
subjects.

Minimum core-course GPA of 
2.200.

Combined SAT or ACT sum 
score that matches 
their core-course GPA on the 
full-qualifier sliding scale.

DIVISION II: QUALIFIER


